The Meadowlark
Quarterly Newsletter
Crook County Historical Society
246 North Main Street
Prineville, Oregon 97754

February 26, 2021
E-mail steve.lent@co.crook.or.us
www.crookcountyhistorycenter.org

IMPORTANT NOTE
Due to continued Corona Virus protocols the March quarterly meeting will not
be held. Hopefully sometime in the near future we can again return to our
regular schedule for quarterly meetings.

DIRECTOR’S CORNER
Dear Friends,
So hard to believe, but it’s been almost a year since our world changed…but now, at
long last, it seems there is hope that things will be better for all of us soon. My message to you
today is one primarily of thanks and appreciation for your unyielding support of the Bowman
Museum. I can tell you honestly that I’ve had many colleagues and acquaintances who have
faced extremely hard times in the last year – both professionally and personally – and I am
extremely grateful that we, as a museum, have come through the COVID crises stronger and
more durable than ever. This is a true testament to your support and the importance of the
Bowman Museum in all of our lives!
We have moved forward in the past year in several important areas:
First and foremost, our membership has grown. Again, a true testament to the fortitude of our
community and its connection to the museum in these challenging times.
The plans for the new exhibits center (at the Hans Pharmacy building) have been
approved by the County. The Historical Society will now begin a fund-raising drive to make it
happen. We have high hopes!
Our new collections staff (Hannah Haney and Sadee Moss) have been evaluating our artifacts and archives and will
soon be forwarding ambitious plans to improve the data base and our storage facilities (including the Rancher’s Memorial).
A new scholarly journal of Crook County history has been created by Steve Lent with the first edition being published
this past January. This was a long-time dream in the making which has now come to fruition!
Our education programs – most notably our tours and “People From Our Past” – will resume shortly as the COVID
health crisis fades away and things return to normal.
As always, thank you for your support. Your caring and involvement has enabled us to thrive and we’ll continue to
do so!

Sandy
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President’s Message
Happy New Year!
This is my third year on the Board of Directors of the Crook County Historical Society and my first opportunity to formally
address the members of the Historical Society. It is an honor and a privilege to serve for the next year as the President of the Board. The
Historical Society holds a special place in my heart, as I am sure it does for you as well.
I want to welcome our new Board members Dawn Alexander, Ramona McAllister, and Bill Weberg. They bring a diversity of
experience and skills to the board and we are excited to work with them. Thank you to everyone who voted in the recent election.
In 2021, we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Historical Society and the Bowman Museum. In the coming months, you
will learn about the opportunities and events being planned to celebrate this important milestone. We hope you will join us for some (or
all) of these great events. The Bowman Museum and the Crook County Historical Society have been instrumental in recording and
commemorating the history of Crook County. Please join us as often as possible this year to honor those who worked to build our incredible
community.
We are hopeful to reopen the museum and schedule in-person events this year. In the meantime, please enjoy our virtual events,
website, and social media presence. We miss seeing you in-person and look forward to welcoming you to the museum again soon!
Suzie Kristensen
CCHS President

Collections Nook
Hello Members,
I’ve been with the museum since November, and the first thing I want to do is to thank
everyone for how welcoming they have been since I’ve gotten here. It has really made the transition
so much easier.
I wanted to start out my tenure with “Collections Corner” introducing myself.
I was born and raised in Texas, and I have lived there my entire life up until my recent
move to Oregon. Most of my time was spent in Central Texas due to my family primarily being
there, but I’ve lived all over the state. This made it especially convenient when I decided to attend
Baylor University in Waco, Texas. I graduated there in 2012 with my degree in history knowing
that I didn’t want to teach. I was fortunate enough to come across the Museum Studies graduate
program also at Baylor and decided to continue my studies. Museum Studies is a top-down program
about all the aspects that it takes to run a museum, and while I learned about all aspects of museum
work, what drew my interest and passion was working with collections. Having the opportunity to
hold pieces of history in your hands is probably one of the coolest aspects of my job. I graduated
from that program in 2014.
With my background in history, you can imagine my surprise when my first job in the
museum field was at an art museum in San Antonio, Texas. Unlike the Bowman which celebrates
Hannah Haney
its 50th anniversary this year, my first museum had been open less than two years when I joined
their staff. I was with the museum for over four years. I started out as a contractor then quickly
moved to their Exhibitions Specialist, bringing in their first outside temporary exhibition, and quickly moved to managing both the
collections and exhibitions as the Collections Manager/Registrar. This was a unique opportunity for any museum professional working
on the ground-floor of a new museum, and particularly exciting for a fresh graduate. I decided to leave that position seeking a new
opportunity in 2019.
The thing that drew me to Prineville was the community dedication to the museum. While you would think that would be a common thing,
the amount of Prineville’s support of the museum is a (wonderful) anomaly. I honestly look forward to this new adventure in my career,
and I hope I can bring all of my experience and knowledge to the museum to improve it even further.
I’ve had the pleasure of reading through my predecessor’s “Collections Nook” articles. I’ve enjoyed how they highlight an indepth history of some of our objects. I’d like to take a somewhat different approach during my time with “Collections Nook”. While I will
be highlighting objects in our collection, I’d like to do it in the context of how my job interacts with them. The museum field is unique,
and not many people outside of it know what the day-to-day can be like. I’d like to share with you some of the challenges that I experience
and hopefully you’ll enjoy learning some new and interesting things about the inner workings of a museum.
Hannah Haney
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Ochoco Inn 1923-1966

MEMORIALS SINCE NOVEMBER 16, 2020
Leatha Smith Nooy
by Robert and Beverly Smith

Darrell Davis
by Sheryl Rhoden

Janet Gillett
by Beth and Jay Grimes

Esther Harmon
by John and Lynne Breese

Helen Schnabele
by Sheryl Rhoden

Norm Thompson
by Pat Thompson

Dee Dee Huntley
by Joyce Garrett

Shirley Ashley
by Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
Fred & Betty Bushong

Bob Logan
by Pat Thompson
Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine

Casey Dutchuk
by Fred & Betty Bushong
Beth and Jay Grimes

Red Cole
by Pat Thompson

Dolf Peterson
by Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
Richard Sigman
by Mary Albert and family
Ben Tennant
by Ron Hagen

Marge Levens
by Fred & Betty Bushong
Beth and Jay Grimes

Joyce Barney
by Sheryl Rhoden
Ruth Goodwin
Gail Merritt
Beth and Jay Grimes

Gloria Wilcox
by Beth and Jay Grimes

Pauline Shelk
by Sheryl Rhoden
Beth and Jay Grimes

Codie Kriege
by Beth and Jay Grimes

Pauline Yancey
by Sheryl Rhoden
Kathy Fahlgren
by Sheryl Rhoden

Chris Hurt
by Beth and Jay Grimes

Salley Johnson
by Beth and Jay Grimes
Craig Woodward
by Beth and Jay Grimes
Bob Scanlon
by Beth and Jay Grimes
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Rick Chrisinger
by Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
Ralph Foster
by Scott & Crista Porfily
Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
Richard & Susan Grave
Shirley McCullough
Jerry & Eloise Brummer
Tom & Beverly Wolverton
Donna McCormack
John & Lynne Breese
Steve Leiser
by Fred and Betty Bushong
Richard S. Woods
by LaVonne Ritches
Vestal Kuhn
by Tom & Beverly Wolverton
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Backwoods Railroads: Branchlines and Shortlines of
Western Oregon
by D.C. Jesse Burkhardt
$29.95
Cloth
154 Pages

New Books at the Museum
Members Receive a 10% Discount
The Last Outlaw
by Rick Steber
$15.00

Paper

This is the latest work of prolific
local author Rick Steber. It is
the true story of Tobe Skeins , a
a young Texas buckaroos that
comes to Oregon. He soon takes
up the outlaw trail stealing
horses and herding them through
the desert regions of the west.
His crimes escalate to cattle
rustling and kidnap.
He
kidnaped a young woman and
kept her for two years. His
crimes lead to the inevitable in
the harsh judgement of the west.
This is the newsletter editors selection of the quarter.
Antelope: The Saga of a Western Town
by Art Campbell
$19;95
Paper

This profusely illustrated book is a must
for railroad buffs. It is a first edition
published in 1994. Printed on slick paper.
It chronicles the many small railroads of
Western Oregon. The author describes
several rail lines and the history of their
use. Many of these rail lines provided the
life-blood for small communities of
Western Oregon. Another opportunity to
obtain a first edition book

Spirit in the Rock: The Fierce Battle for Modoc
Homelands
by Jim Compton
$27.95
Paper
324 Pages
Hostilities between the Modocs and
the U.S. Army were fierce. It was
the most expensive Indian conflict in
American history. The author brings
together accounts from soldiers and
Modoc warriors to tell the tale that
stunned the nation when it was
happening. A small band of Modocs
held off the might of the U.S. Army
in the lava fields near the
Oregon/California border in 1873. It
is the only conflict with Native
Americans that involved the death of
a General of the Army. Although
Custer was killed in battle he was not
a general.

326 Pages Black Harris
by Jerome Peltier
$19.95

This long out of print book
Cloth
161 Pages
Moses “Black” Harris was one of
was obtained from the original
the hearty breed of mountain men
publisher. It is a fascinating
that roamed the Far West during the
look at a unique town of
fur trapping era. He as somewhat
Central Oregon. It contains
obscure as little was known about
many anecdotes and stories of
him other than he was known to be a
local history. Once a thriving
part of several trapping expeditions
small town along the main
and was well known among the
wagon roads to Central and
trapper brotherhood. This is the first
Eastern Oregon it became a
book to attempt to chronicle the life
and exploits of Mr. Harris. It is of
ghost town that gained
note that he was one of the group
attention during the Rajneesh
that helped rescue the Meek Wagon
invasion in the early 1980s.
train of 1845 in its last struggles to
This is a rare opportunity to
reach
The Dalles Mission. The book
obtain a first edition of this book printed in 1990. It is
was published by Ye Galleon Press in 1986 and has been out of print
illustrated with over 125 rare photos
for several years.
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Alexander-Yawkey Sawmill
by Steve Lent

Alexander-Yawkey Sawmill Crew on McKay Creek 1939

Prineville was the first main community of
Central Oregon and maintained that status until the
railroad by-passed the community in 1911 and ran lines
through Redmond and Bend. Bend rapidly rose to
become a huge lumber industry town with the enormous
mills of Brooks-Scanlon and Shevlin-Hixon constructed
in 1915. Prineville had a large timber base in the
Ochoco Mountains but big timber industry did not
arrive until the 1930’s. Davidson Brothers had a mill
that burned and later became Pine Products. But the
first major mill operator to begin operations in the
Prineville vicinity was Alexander-Yawkey.
The
company had large operations in Wisconsin similar to
those of the large mills in Bend.
The Alexander-Yawkey (A-Y) company had
begun accumulating large timber holdings north of
Prineville. When operations in the Mid-west began to
slow down they made the move west. In 1937 they
established a small mill on McKay creek north of
Prineville and operations began in early 1938. They
planned to ship the lumber from the mill into Prineville
for kiln drying and planing. Construction on a large
planing mill in Prineville was begun in late 1937. The
residents of Prineville had been told for many years that
a mill would cut the timber in the surrounding vicinity
and it was just a legend until A-Y began its operations.
The sawmill operations remained in the woods
and the mill was a demountable system that could be
moved from one place to another as the timber supply
diminished. There would be several locations for this
mill in the early years. The planing mill and lumber
yard were located in Prineville on the north end of town.
The manager of the big new mill in Prineville was J. F.
Crook County Historical Society

Daggett. The finishing mill burned in 1940 but was
rebuilt and by 1943 the main milling operations were
moved to Prineville. The development of large logging
trucks allowed the company to bring the timber from the
woods into town. They developed their own road
system on their holdings and used county roads upon
leaving the woods. The mill again burned in 1943 but
operations were doing so well that a large mill was
rebuilt.

First log cut at Alexander-Yawkey Mill on McKay Creek 1938

In the early 1950’s the A-Y company was
purchased by Alexander-Stewart. The mill continued
operations and it was a common site to see enormous
truck loads of logs arriving at the mill. The company
logged and milled at a frantic pace with mill operations
running on three shifts 24 hours a day. By 1959 the
company had logged most of their own lands. They
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Alexander-Yawkey Mill Crew in Prineville 1945

were not interested in obtaining logs from Forest
Service lands and announced that they would cease
operations. In June of 1959 all equipment was
auctioned off and the mill shut down. The huge facility
remained vacant for several years.. Four other major
mills had also been established in the community during
the boom time for timber in Prineville and included
Hudspeth Pine, Consolidated Pine, Pine Products, and
Ochoco Lumber.

American Forest Products, American Moulding &
Millwork Company, American Pine Products and
Woodgrain Millwork.

Last load of logs to Alexander-Stewart Mill 2/20/1955

Alexander-Stewart Mill in Prineville 1955

The departure of the Alexander-Stewart mill was
a blow to the community but timber was still king.
Unfortunately within the next 20 years most of the other
major mills ceased operations. But for one glorious
moment in time Prineville was the center for one of the
largest Ponderosa Pine milling centers in the world.
After the Alexander-Stewart operations shut
down the facility was later used by a number of
secondary wood manufacturing plants including COIN
Mill Works which became the largest secondary wood
products plant in the world. Other wood products
operations used the facility for several years including
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2020 Crook County Pioneer Queen
Crystal Moore Madison
Crystal Moore Madison was selected as the 2020 Crook County
Pioneer Queen. Unfortunately the regular ceremonial crowning of the
queen was not able to be conducted due to the Corona virus pandemic.
Crystal was born in May 1939. Her parents were Ernie and Lyrle
Breese Moore. Crystal’s grandparents on both sides of her family had
been early settlers in Central Oregon.
Crystal graduated from Crook County High School in 1957.
She married Gary Madison on Sept. 1, 1957. They had two children
Cindy and Amos. Crystal worked at various stationary stores while
Gary attended college to get a degree in teaching.
After Gary graduated from college they moved back to
Prineville. Gary began working for the Crook County schools and
Crystal worked for the Extension Service and later for Les Schwab
Tires for over 20 years.
Several members of her family have been selected as pioneer queens including her grandmother, Ora
Breese, her mother Lyrle Breese Moore, her aunt Sylvia Smith and her cousin Hazel Smith Denton.

Winner of Photo Identification Contest
Featured in Last Newsletter

Anne Cross May
Anne Cross May identified all of the people in the
photo of Prineville Representatives visiting
Governor Tom McCall’s office in 1968
promoting the Prineville Centennial. Anne was
one of those in the photo.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Tim & Deena Dunham
Diane Bianco

Annual Journal
Crook County Chronicles
Published in February
Members should receive the first
annual history publication in the
mail. We are excited to finally
have the edition completed. It
contains 40 pages of
recollections, letters and
reminiscences.

Cornett & Company Ad 1930
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